
Spinning the Cotton – Genesis Cooperative 
 

Beginning in Feb. 2007, 44 original members stood on a field and pledged to build a 
15,000 ft2 building with their own hands, working together as one.   
 

With the help of Jubilee House (profiled next), they have purchased spinning mill 
equipment and will learn to make high quality ring spun combed yarn from the cotton 
grown by Malpaisillo, San Agustin, El Porvenir, Aprenic, Prinzapolka and hopefully 
others.   
 

During the visit last fall, the group of mostly women poured the first two sections of their 
cement floor in the dream that is becoming a reality, their new building.  It is back-
breaking work, long days, and has already taken many more months than anyone 
imagined.   
 

On this trip, after approximately nine hours of heavy physical work, I met with all the 
workers.  I asked the group at the end of our meeting how they were feeling, whether 
they were discouraged or ready to give up.  After a bit of cajoling, Sara Navarez, Vice 
President of Genesis, pronounced “We just finished the first two sections of the floor of 
our new building, and then we hear that you are intending to purchase all your organic 
cotton through us, we are high as a kite!” 
 

Humbling is the best word I can use to explain how it feels to be in the company of 
these women and men.  The building is now fully built; the next step is to receive and 
install equipment so they can begin spinning later this year.  Though they did not 
actually spin our first run fiber, they were certified by SCS, and were able to find a 
substitute mill in Guatemala to help us through this transition.   
 

�
A full day of back breaking labor. 

 

 
Genesis members looking at Maggie’s apparel 

 
Jorge Ramirez (SCS Inspector) Interviewing  
Xiomara, Treasurer of Genesis Cooperative 

 
Genesis Co-op members with Bena Burda 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Genesis Certification (click to enlarge) 

NEXT: “The Glue” – Jubilee House Community �


